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shall have no further use for the old one, and I should be glad
if you would accept it and use it as a cloak/'
When the servant brought it, Hsi-men Ch'ing took off his
ceremonial clothes and gave them to Tai An. He put on the
green robe, bowed to express his thanks to the eunuch and
asked him, in turn, to take off his robes of ceremony. Tea
was brought again.
"Let the boys come in3" the eunuch commanded.
He had twelve boys being trained as singers. They were
brought in by their instructors. They kotowed. The eunuch
bade them begin, and they went to their places. The eunuch
himself prepared to offer wine to Hsi-m£n Ch'ing, but Hsi-
mSn hastily begged him not to do so.
"Your Excellency, pray do not offer me wine yourself," he
said. "The Captain will do it for you. I shall be more than
happy if you set the cup on the table before me."
"I must do so," the eunuch said. "My nephew has now
secured his first appointment. He is quite ignorant. I am plac-
ing my confidence in your kind assistance. With it, I am sure,
all will be well."
"Your Excellency," Hsi-m6n said, "the old proverb says:
When men become fellow officers, there will be friendship
between them and their descendants for three generations. I
am in your hands. How can I fail to do my utmost for your
nephew?"
"You are both in the service of his Majesty," the eunuch
said. "For that reason, you must help one another."
Hsi-mSn Ch'ing did not wait for the eunuch to pour the
wine for him. He took the cup from his hands and set it down
on the table. In his turn, he offered a cup to the eunuch and to
Captain Ho. They bowed to each other and sat down.
After a prelude, three boys and their instructors played the
guitar and the lute and sang the songs 'Visiting Chao P'u' and
*The Silken Hangings in the Palace of Crystal'. When they
had finished their songs they withdrew.
The wine was passed several times and the second course
brought. It was growing dark, and the lamps were lighted.
Hsi-mSn Cluing told Tai An to give some money to the cooks
and the musicians. He rose and said: "I have troubled you
sufficiently, I must go now."

